Curzent c1ass.ﬁ Uﬁﬂ S E[] page: 1
Current Handling: n/a
Document Number: 1977BUENOS09779 121+ Channel: n/a

Case Number: 200000044

- D433

PAGE 01 BUENOS 09779 2221342
ACTION ARA-14 ?7
Uy

INFO OCT-01 IS0-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-05 H-01 1INR-07
L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 S55-15
USIA-06 AID-05 IGA-02 HA-05 1I0-13 OMB-01 TRSE-0Q
/087 W

—————————————————— 128660 2303052 /41

R 2220372 DEC 77

FM AMEMBASSY BUENOCS AIRES }

TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3859

ARGENTINA PROJECT (5200000044)

R - U7 0S AIRES 9779 s DreT OF ST, MRS

Margaret P. Grafeld, Director

E.0. 11652: GDS (M Release () Excise Den

TAGS: PINT, PGOV, SHUM, AR Exemprion(s): . (1) Deny

SUBJECT: MASSERA PUBLICLY ANSWERS VIDELA ON Declassify: ( 3 In Pt (LyTaFul

THE "FOURTH MAN" ISSUE ( ) Classify as__ ) Extendas__ ( ) Downgrade to __
Date Declassify on Reason

REF: BUENCS AIRES 9753

1. ADMIRAL MASSERA HAS CHOSEN TO RESPOND TO PRESIDENT
VIDELA'S SCENARIO FOR REORGANIZING THE JUNTA AND
ESTABLISHING A FOURTH MAN POSITION (REFTEL) IN A WAY
WHICH DRAGS THEIR DIFFERENCES OUT INTO FULL PUBLIC
VIEW AND WHICH LEAVES LITTLE DOUBT THAT HE IS
CHALLENGING THE LEGITIMACY OF VIDELA'S POSITION ON
THESE ISSUES. MASSERA ISSUED HIS STATEMENT ON
GOVERNMENT REORGANIZATION IN THE SAME WAY AS

VIDELA -- DURING THE COURSE OF A YEAR'S END DRINK
WITH REPORTERS -- AND ADDED INSULT TO INJURY BY
TIMING HIS REMARKS SO THAT THEY APPEARED
SIMULTANEOUSLY ANP SHARED THE HEADLINES WITH
VIDELA’S MAJOR SPEECH ON DECEMBER 20 DEALING WITH
THE GOVERNMENT'S "POLITICAL PROPCSAL"™ FOR THE

FUTURE (SEPTEL) .

2. MASSERA STATED THAT IT WAS INCORRECT, AS SOME HAD DONE
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(READ VIDELA), TO SPEAK OF A SUPPOSED NEED TO DEFINE THE POWER
STRUCTURE AT THE UPPER LEVELS OF GOVERNMENT. THE FOUNDING
STATUTE AND ACCOMPANYING REGULATIONS OF THE NATIONAL
REOCRGANIZATION PROCESS, WHICH WERE APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY BY THE
ARMED FORCES AT THE OUTSET OF THE CURRENT GOVERNMENT, CLEARLY
SPELLED OUT THAT THE PRESIDENT SHOULD NOT SIMULTANEOUSLY EBE THE
COMMANDER-IN-CHIF OF ONE OF THRE THREE SERVICES. BECAUSE OF )
EXCEPTIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES, THIS RULE WAS AMENDED TO PERMIT THE
ARMY COMMANDER TO EXERCISE THE PRESIDENCY AS A TEMPORARY
EXPEDIENT. CITING A RECENT STATEMENT BY AIR FORCE COMMANDER,
BRIGADIER AGOSTI, AS SUPPORT, MASSERA SAID THAT THE AIR FORCE
AND THE NAVY COINCIDED IN THE VIEW THAT IT WAS NOT NECESSARY TO
WAIT UNTIL 19792 TO PROCEED WITH THE ORIGINAL GOVERNMENT PLAN,.
I.E. THE FOURTH MAN SCHEME. IN FACT, CONTINUED MASSERA, THE
NAVY’'S VIEW WAS THAT THE SITUATION WAS RIGHT FOR IMPLEMENTING
THE SCHEME "WITHIN A VERY SHORT PERIOD OF TIME."

3. THEN, IN WHAT APPEARS TO BE A PARTICULARLY DEFIANT

PASSAGE, MASSERA ADDRESSED HIMSELF DIRECTLY TO THE THREE
PRECONDITIONS WHICH VIDELA REPCRTEDLY CITED AS BEING

NECESSARY BEFORE HE COULD STEP DOWN AS COMMANDER OF THE ARMY
{(PARAGRAPH 3, REFTEL). WITHOUT CONCEDING THAT THE THREE ISSUES
IN QUESTION WERE LEGITIMATE REASONS FOR DELAYING IMPLEMENTATION
OF THE FOURTH MAN SCHEME, MASSERA STATED THAT: (A) THERE WAS
"UNANIMITY OF OPINION" THAT, IN TERMS OF ITS CAPABILITY OF
OPERATING AS AN ORGANIZED FORCE, THE SUBVERSION HAD BEEN
LIQUIDATED; (B) THE PLANNING PROCESS HAD PROGRESSED
SUFFICIENTLY SC THAT THE GENERAL OUTLINES OF THE NATIONAL PLAN
HAD ALREADY BEEN DRAWN AND FURTHER DETAILS WOULD BE RELEASED BY
PLANNING MINISTER DIAZ BESSONE IN A CONFERENCE TO BE GIVEN
DECEMBER 22; AND (C) THE "GRAY AREAS" EXISTING BETWEEN THE
FUNCTIONS AND POWERS OF THE JUNTA AND THE PRESIDENCY HAD
ALREADY BEEN GREATLY CLARIFIED AND WOULD BE COMPLETELY
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DELINEATED WHEN THE TWO ROLES WERE SEPARATED IN FACT, I.E.
WHEN THE PRESIDENT GAVE UP HIS ROLE AS ARMY CHIEF. THUS,
MEANT MASSERA, THERE WAS NO VALID REASON FOR WAITING ANY
FURTHER IN SEPARATING THE TWO POSITIONS.

4. NOTING THAT THE FOUNDING STATUTES LEFT UP TO EACH SERVICE,
AND NOT TO THE JUNTA, TO ESTABLISH THE RULES FOR
DETERMINING THE RETIREMENT DATES OF THE THREE COMMANDERS,

Current class : NS Page: 2
WSS




Current Class: - E i ‘ Page: 3
Current Handling: n/a . i "Lﬁi |

Document Number: 1%77BUENOS09779 Channel: n/a

Tt o]

Case Number: 200000044

MASSERA STATED THAT THE NAVY HAD NOT YET MADE A DECISION IN
ITS (HIS) OWN CASE. BUT THIS WAS NOT THE QUESTION WHICH THE
JUNTA WAS SUPPQSED TC TREAT IN ITS DECEMBER 22 MEETING. THE
PURPOSE OF THE MEETING WAS SI PLY TO DECIDE WHEN THE ARMY’'S
COMMANDER'S ROLE WOULD BE SEPARATED FROM THAT OF THE
PRESIDENCY.

5. COMMENT: BY "GOING PUBLIC" IN THE SENSE OF REVEALING
AREAS OF DISAGREEMENT BETWEEN THEM ON THE FOURTH MAN ISSUE,
VIDELA AND MASSERA ARE ALSO ACKNOWLEDGING THE EXISTENCE OF A
DEEP AND APPARENTLY BITTER DIVISION WHICH COULD GROWN MORE
SERIOUS IN THE COMING YEAR. A SOURCE IN THE OFFICE OF THE
PRESIDENCY HAS TOLD US THERE WAS SUSPICION THAT MASSERA INTENDED
TO LEAVE HIS JUNTA AND NAVY JOBS NEXT YEAR IN A BLAZE OF
ACCUSATIONS AGAINST THE VIDELA/MARTINEZ DE HOZ ECONOMIC AND
LABOR POLICIES IN HOPES OF WINNING THE TRADITIONAL POLITICAL
PARTIES AND LABOR UNIONS TO HIS BANNER. A FIELD GRADE ARMY
OFFICER WITH SIGNIFICANT POLITICAL/LABOR RESPONSIBILITIES IN
THE ARMY COMMAND TOLD US THAT THE MASSERA PRONOUNCEMENTS
REGARDING THE FOURTH MAN SCHEME WERE JUST THE LATEST IN A
SERIES OF RECENT ACTIONS BY THE ADMIRAL WHICH THE ARMY
REGARDED AS SERIOUS PROVOCATIONS. THE ARMY WAS PARTICULARLY.
UPSET, THE CCLONEL SAID, BY A RECENT WASHINGTON :
DATELINED STORY REPORTING COHA DIRECTOR LARRY BIRNS’
"PERNICIOUS" STATEMENT PRAISING THE ARGENTINE NAVY, UNDER
MASSERA'S COMMAND, AS THE SERVICE MOST RECEPTIVE TCO THE
CARTER ADMINISTRATION®"S HUMAN RIGHTS POLICY.

ACCORDING TO THE VERSION APPEARING IN THE LOCAL PRESS,
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BIRNS, CITING UNIDENTIFIED U.S. GOVERNMENT SOURCES, SAID
THERE WAS EVIDENCE THAT THE NAVY HAD RECOMMENDED JACOBO
TIMERMAN’S RELEASE. IN ANY INTERMILITARY DISPUTE IN ARGENTINA,
BIRNS REPORTEDLY CONCLUDED, THE U.S. SHOULD SUPPORT THE
ARGENTINE NaVY.
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